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1. PETER, CHAP. III. VERSE 15. 16. 


s a 


BE READY ALWAYS TO CIVE AN ANSWER TO EVERY MAN THAT ASKEETH: 

A REASON 'OF THE HOPE THAT 18 IN YOU, WITH MEEKENESS AND 

FEAR 3 HAVING A GOOD CONSIENCE ; THAT WHEREAS THEY SPEAK EVIL 

OF YOU AS OF EVIL DOERS, THEY MAY BE ASHAMED THAT FALSELY Ac- 
CUSE YOUR GOOD CONVERSATION IN CHRIST. | | 1 


” 


HESE' words, which in the eye of the Chriſtian, carry with 
| them the weight of sacred authority, muſt recommend them- 
_ elves to the notice and extort the approbation even of the moſt. 
fastidious unbeliever: however self-sufficient or however fond 
of © the Rirife of words such a man may be, he will be forced. 
to give his aſſent to the propriety of the Apoſtle's doctrine up- 
on his own principles; and tho' he may wrap himself up in 

the impenetrability of his own superior wisdom, and defy the 
chriſtian's arguments, by hardening his heart againſt their im- 
preſſion, yet he muſt acknowledge, that St. Peter does not, in 
this exhortation, betray the blindness of superſtition or the 
| | | | narrowness 


- 


' narrowness of bigotry ; but that he speaks like a reasonable man 
addreſſing himself to reasonable creatures, and that, by com- 
manding his followers to give a reason of the hope that is in 
them, he declares, that his own faith was influenced by rational 
conviction, and that he does not expect, that others ſhould be 
converted to chriſtianity on different terms, | 


As my text conſiſts of different heads I am naturally led to 
adopt à correspondent diviſion of: my discourse, which, upon 
the occaſion of the present solemnity, I ſhall address in a more 
particular manner to the Miniſters of the gospel. 


The firſt part, be ready to give an answer to every man that 
aſteth A reason of the bope that is in you l (hall conſider as 
my principal subject. The next words, which follow, point 
out to us the mode: and temper. with which we muſt obey 

this precept, and that is with meekness ang, fear. The remain- 
ing parts of my text were- probably intended: by the. Apoſtle to. 
have a more general application, I ſhall refer them however, in a 
limited view, to the precept, which goes before, and conſider them 
in that conneCtion, as containing arguments enforcing our obe- 
dience; to it g The firſt of these has refeience.to.oursELvEs and; 
is founded: on our ſincerity hauing a good cunici enss The 
next has a reference to oTHER PERSONS, and points qut. the 
beneficial effects, which the ſincerity, of our belief demonſtrated, 
by our readiness to give a reason for it, would produce upon 


those persons, that whereas they, apeał evil of you, as of euit- 


doers, they may be aſhamed that falsely accuse your, good comversation , 
in Cbriſt : ''--- And.I ſhall conclude with. adding, weight to. these 1 
arguments from. the conſideration of the peculiar circumſtance. 
of the, present times. | 47 01 


i 


* 


ſt may be observed, that moſt of the precepts, which are de- 
Here to us in our new teſtament, are expreſſed in gener 
terms, withont any detail or particularity, and, chat it is left to 
our natural underſrandings to apply and modify them decording 


to the variation of times and cir 

11 is not to be wondered at therefore, if, after tho lapse of 50 
many centuries, the duties and qualifications of the prgsent Mi- 
niſters of the gospel ſhould differ in many respects, both in 
kind and degree from those of our great predeceſſors in the same 
glorious cause. The grand object of the miniſtry of the A+ 
poſtles was to found and promulgate a new religion in open 
defiance of the power and prejudices of the world: They were 
called therefore to a work of difficulty and danger, which ne- 
ceſſarily brought forward all the bold and active energies of 
their nature. It follows therefore, that the chriſtian miniſtry, 
which, with the Apoſtles, aſſumed a character of boldness and 
impetuoſity proportionate to the dangers and difficulties, which 
opposed their progress, now that those dangers and diffical- 
ties have been removed by the eſtabliſhment of chriſtianity, 
has settled down into a new channel and flows on with a 
more regular and tranquit current ---Tittie, however, which 
has _ 1 the 3 some duties, which were re- 
quired of the firſt Preachers of the gospel, imposes upon us 
duties of a different kind, from 2 were exempted: 
This is particularly evident with respect to' the discharge of 
the duty recommended to us in my text. be ready to give 
an answer to every man that aſt th A raum of the bope 
bat is in you; To do this was with the Apeſtles a work of 6 
difficulty. The apology for their belief was at hand. They 
needed only to declare the things, which they had seen and 
heard; and they could appeal moreover to supernaturat powers 
| and 
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and could convince by TH DEMONSTRATION OF THe 
SPIRIT ”: those, who would not liſten to their teſtimony. It 
was wisely ordained, that the great changes, which were to be 
produced, ſhould be effected by inſtruments apparently ina- 
dequate to their production; that when the fooliſh things o 
this world confounded the wise, and the weak things confounded t 
things which were mighty, no fleſh sbould glory, but that the Gospel 
ſhould not ſtand in the wisdom of man, but in the power of God: 
But when the chriſtian religion ſtood no longer in need of these 
miraculous aids, they were withdrawn, from it, and those who 
were to preach its truth and its doari$8 and those who were 
to receive them, were left to the exercise of their natural fa. 


The evidences of the truth of chriſtianity reſt upon the cre- 
dibility of the facts recorded in the gospel hiſtory and the 
conformity ef the gospel scheme with ancient prophecies ; and 
the due underſtanding of its peculiar doctrines depends upon 
the due interpretation of the language, in which those doc- 
trines are conveyed to us. A chriſtian miniſter therefore of 
the present times, who wiſhes to be able to give a reason ot 
the hope that is in him, muſt endeavour to connect the times, 
in which chriſtianity was firſt promulgated, with his own, by 
those links which hiſtory affords ; and he muſt call into his 
aid all those collateral circumſtances, which add ſtrength and 
continuity to his chain of evidence. In ſhort he muſt fix the 
truth of his religion upon the broad baſis of hiſtorical teſti- 
mony. Ability to do this presupposes qualiſications, that are 
the fruits of patient ſtudy and laborious inveſtigation The 
Apostles were, for the moſt part, uneducated and illiterate men; 
and by being such, they served more effectually the cauſe of the 
gospel, which they preached. But we, the present nen 

| "4 (ge 
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of Chriſt, in order to produce the same end, muſt have te- 
course to the aid of human learning and make * every kind of 
fludy pay its contribution to the oracles of God.” As we are to 
travel into diſtant ages, and are to be conversant with lan- 
guages and cuſtoms different from our own, learning muſt 
hold up her torch before us, to guide us in the right way, 
that we may become true and faithtul guides to others Then 
when we have firmly eſtabliſhed in our minds the belief of the 
divine authority of the holy scrptures, when we are convinced 
that © the ground on which we ſtand is holy ground; our inter- 
pretation ot scriptural language will be marked with that hu- 
mility, reverence and gratitude which become creatures who 
are senſible of their want of inſtruction, and the goodness 
and mercy of their Creator in imparting it. 


Though chriſtianity is ESTABLISsBED amongſt us, we 
know that all are not chriſtians, yea, we know that many, 
who have been / baptized are enemies to the cross of Chriſt * 
they went out from us, for they were not of us,” | 


Whilſt reſtlessness and self-sufficiency ſhall find a place 
in the heart of man, whilſt vice ſhall exert a secret influence 
over his judgment and incline him to believe that religion 


to be an impoſture, which will neither flatter his pride nor 


grant indulgence to his paſſions: whilſt, on the other hand, 
so great a number of thole who call themsel ces chriſtians are 
too busy or too diſſipated to be willing to allow any pause 
for sober seriousness, or to grant a fair and patient hearing 
to the claims and evidencies of chriſtianity; It is no wonder, 
that the principles of infidelity ſhould be at work, or that 
the poison generated in the pride or corruption of a few, 
ſhould: extend its subtle malignity amongſt the thoughtless 
and uninformed. 5 


Our 
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Our anceſtors had men amonſt them, who openly at- 
' tacked or who secretly attempted to undermine the truth 
of chriſtianity : and experience hath taught us, that the 
race is not extinct, We have had our sneerers and our scof- 
fers at religion : The modern unbeliever goes over the 
same ground, that former unbelievers have gone before 
him: he ſteals upon us with the same subtle plauſibility or 
endeavours to overwhelm our faith by the fame boldness of at- 
| tack, The arms, which were broken in their hands he repairs 
anew, and adapting them to the temper of the times, wields 
them with the same presumptuous confidence of victory. 
Contempt will not discourage the effrontery of such men, nor 
will repeated refutation contound them into filence, but like 
some noxious weeds, they throw forth a more bold and rank 
luxuriance under the very foot that treads them down. 


But though the world around us, like Gallio, may care for 
none of these things, though it be indifferent to the cauſe, and 
heedless of the danger with which it's deareſt intereſts are as- 
sailed. IT MusT Nor BE so WITH us: what mankind will 
not do for themselves, we, the miniſters of the gospel muſt do 
for them: we muſt not be wearied out by the petulance 
nor overawed by the audacity of our aflailants. We muſt 
watch and ſtand ſteadfaſt in the chriſtian faith. We muſt be 
the fenced city to ſtop the progress of the enemy, and to at- 
ford a refuge to those, who would seek a refuge in the truth. 


I come now in the second place, to conſider the mode and 
temper, with which we are to give an answer to those, who ask 
us a reason of the hope that is in us; and this is briefly and 
emphatically comprized in two words, meekness and fear: 
Meekness towards the persons who oppose themselves unto us, 
and fear or reverence as to the subject in queſtion, 


11 


We know, that all bitterness and wrath; and malice, and 
every thing, that approaches towards these violent paſſions, is 
expressly forbidden in our new teſtament : Now for chriſti- 
anity itself to be made a pretence for our giving gway to theſe 
| is a heinous and willful aggravation of our disobedi- 
ence to its precepts. We are breaking the law af the very time, 
when wwe profess to haue the law in our contemplation. We 
know who it was that said earn of me for I am meek and lowly 
in heart.” To the haughty theologian and bitter controverſialiſt, 
we may say go, and learn to do kkewtse ; and imitating the meekness 
and niercitub condescenſion of thy Saviour, cease to give the 
unbeliever grounds for suspicion, that thou art angry not for 
the honour of God, but for thine own bonour ; not because thy oppo» 
nent dissents from the truth which is in Jesus, but because he 
presumes to differ in opinion from thyself, 


Asperity of temper is highly prejudicial to the cauſe, which 
we mille to support: our chriſtanity thus defended, will ap- 
pear repulſive, not inviting. The propagators of infidelity 
pursue a very different method of making proselytes : they 
ſteal upon the good opinion of mankind by mildness of ad- 
dress, and by every specious profeſſion of benevolence and to- 
leration. They flatter man's pride by flattering his reason, 
and influence his judgment, by seeming to lay no reſtraint upon it. 
Hence, too many are to be found, who would almoſt prefer 
error in the company of men, who profess such liberal senti- 
ments, than to be in the right on the ſide of those who defend 
the cause of revelation, by the insolence of dogmatism, and 
the bitterness of invective. | | 


Whilſt Jam recommending meekness towards those who 


oppose themselves to us on religious queſtions; far am I from 
5 ü PS” meaning 


„„ 


meaning that indolence of temper, or that intellectual liſtles. 
ness, which flumbers over subjects the moſt awful and 
momentous. I mean, not, that cold indifference as to the truth 
or doctrines of chriſtianity, which would screen itself behind 
plauſible pretences, and would tain digmitfy itself with the name 
of ſoleration and liberality of sentiment. I mean, not, that ac- 
commodating faith, which is moulded into any form, nor that 
latitudinarian spirit, which, like the sea, is never at reſt, but 
at one time, with inſinuating address, endeavours to fret away 
and under mine; or, at other times with open violence, indig- 
nantly aſſails that barrier, where reason ought told and faith 
begin. But, I wiſh to recommend that dispoſition of the 
mind, which tempers an earneft and heartfelt zeal in the cause 
of chriſtianity, with discretion, humility, and benevolence: 
which inclines us, whilſt we feel the infinite importance of 
our holy religion, to promote its intereſts in the moſt effectual 
way, and confiflently with it's own principles. I mean, that hu- 
mility of heart, which di-poses us when we meet with those 
who acknowledge the truth of chriſtianity, but differ from us 
as to some of its doctt ines, to make allowances tor the diffi- 
culty of the subject and the weakness of man's faculties ; so 
that, whilſt we take into the account the infinite variety, that 
exiſts 1n the capacities and the opportunities of different men, 
and conſiderigg at the same time, from what various and acci- 
dental circumſtances opinions are formed, acquire ſtrength, and 
grow into habits, we may cease to be angry at diverſities of 
__ by ceaſing to wonder that such diverſities ſhould 
SUbL . 25 : | . | 


But the Same degree of meekness and moderation muſt not 
be ſhewn hlinaiy and indiscriminately, We muſt diſtinguiſh be- 
tween error and depravity, between ſinceriiy and bold presump- 
| | tion: 
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tion: between that faith, which is the result of a man's bef 
endeavours in his inquiry after truth, and that, which is the 
offspring of a wilful blindness and a hardened heart. 


For what ſhall we say of that man, who takes upon him to 
vilify the chriſtian religion without having given it the chance 
of a serious and impaitial examination; who, on a subject 
confeſſedly of the higheſt importance, decides without information, 
and makes aſſertions without ability to prove them; who em- 
ploys such low arts of misrepresentation, such sneering infinua- 

tions, such bold and gross prophaness as no good man could be 
induced to employ on any ſubject. What (hall we say, if we 
discover, that under the pretence of freeing us from our pre- 
judices, he would fain rob us of our principles, and in his zeal 
for the overthrow of the chriſtian faith, he is labouring to ob- 
tain an emancipation from all those wholesome reſtraints, 


which chriſtianity imposes upon the paſſions of mankind? 


Surely, when we see a man employ uch means on uch a 
subject, we may be allowed to speak in a severer and more de- 
cided tone of expoſtulation: surely, we may lay bare to the 
world the gross diſboneſty and the pernicious tendencies of such 
discourse or such writings ; we may follow him in all his 

_ doublings, drag his misrepresentations into open day and con- 
front them with the truth. fs 88 


To be ſilent in 8vcu A cass would not be charity nor 
meekness ; it would be a timid relinquiſhment of our poſts, a 
base connivance at the manifold evils, which such deſigning | 


Py 


wickedness would let loose upon the world. 


Far be it from us, however, to descend to perscnalities or 
| | | inve&ive. 
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inve&ive. Let us remember the subject, which we ate defend. 
ing and let the awefulness of that subject impart a calm dig- 
nity to our defence of it. And, however perverse, hardned, and 


prophane our opponent may ſhew himself, let the ſterness of 


our reproof be softened by the recollection that he is a fellow 
creature and in danger of loſing his immortal soul. 1 


I proceed to make some observations on the reasons, which 
enforce our obedience to the precept of the Apoſtle. The firſt 
of these comes home unto us, in the form of a solemn and 
searching appeal unto our consciences, as to the fincerity of our 
own belie- be ready (says the Apoſtle: to give an answer to 
every man that aſketh thee A reason of the hope that is in you, 
having à good conscience A ſincere belief in chriſtianity is not 
a vague, unsettled, indistinct aſſent, which catches at fleeting 
beſſibilities in order to support itself, but it is the genuine result 


ot a conviction grounded on rational evidence. 


Now a man, who is thus rooted and built up in Chriſt and is 
eſtabliſbed in such a faith will be naturally enabled to declare 
upon what grounds his faith is fixed, f 1 


The Miniſters of the gospel are bound to have a faith of this 


sort in common with all reasonable chriſtians, such a faith is 
moreover preſſed upon them with accumulated force and ad- 
ditional solemnity, from their own palſſtive engagements. They 


have undertaken a truſt, which imposes upon them the meſt 
awful: responſibility; a truſt of being the inſtructors of. others 
in the evidence, the duties and the doctrines of chriſtianity. 
Well then may we ask him, who does not conscrentiously perform 
this engagement, thou which teacheſt another, teacbeſt thou not 


thyself? 
It 
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lt may be said, that there are none amongſt the Miniſters of 
the Joy who entertain the a doubts concerning the truth 
riſtianity- God forbid that there ſhould---this allowance 
in our favor places us but juſt out of the reach of diſhoneſt 
hypocrisy. Surely this negative qualification is far from being 
sufficient or satisfactory. There is a wide difference between 
the having no doubts and the being grounded in à poſiti ue belief: 
There are various intermediate ſteps between these two points. 
Freedom from doubt may arise from indifference, from habit, 
and from an indolence of temper, thro' which a man submits 
to be carried with the ſtream along the common current of 
pO aſſent, without any effort or energy of bis own to di- 
rect him. 


Again---It may be said, that it is sufficient to have been once 
thoroughly convinced by the evidencies of chriſtianity, and that 
we may * to the recollection of this conviction, when the 
particular ſteps 
our memories. Mr. Locks allows, that such a recollection 


may serve as the grounds of knowledge in the case of methema- 


tical demonſtration: and perhaps it may serve our purpose 


with respect to ourselves, but it can go no further -a chriſtian | 


Miniſter muſt remember, that he has not himself only to satis- 


fy, it is his buſiness to remove the doubts of others, he muſt 
be ready to give an answer to every man that aſtetb him a reason 


of the hope that is in him.” 


Great also will be the benefits, which we ourselves ſhall re- 
ceive from our having kept the grounds and, reasons of our 
chriſtian faith conſtantly in our view and from having fami- 


lairized them to our meditations. A conviction bus cheriſhed 
ard flrengthned will throw a solemn importance upon every 


subject 


and the detail of the proof may have escaped 
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subject which is connected with our miniſtry, and will ſhow 


itselt in the animation and earneſtness, which it will commu- 


nicate to our profeſſional duties. This will be the case at all 


times, but more clearly will this truth be manifeſted in seasons 
of calamity and danger. Certain it is, that a thorough belief in 
chiiſtianity grounded on the accumulated evidencies of its truth 
bringing conviction home to our own minds from our own ex- 
ami nation is the only thing, which can carry us thro the trial 
ot perilous times with security and credit. It is this alone, that 


can ensure us from being amongſt those who in time temp- 


tation fall away,” who waver and prevaricate and making a 
treacherous compromise with the world are aſhamed of the croſs 
of Chrifl ; it is upon this ground alone, that we can promise 
ourselves firm footing. It is from hence, that we ſhall be en- 
abled to look around us in Patience pipeſſing our souls at that 
awetul period, when the ſtorms of persecuiion may be gather- 
ing round our heads; it is then, that we ſhall feel the bleſſed- 
ness of that peace, which the world cannot give, which results 
from a ſincere relience on the mercy and protection of bim, who 
hath said to those, who follow him to tribulation and sorrow, 
to, I am with you to the end of the world. 1 


I come now to the next head, which I proposed, which was 
to ſhew the good effects, which our complyance with the pre- 


cept of the Apoſtle, would produce on other persons. It may 


be observ'd in general, that the credit of any system of religion 
will be in proportion to the supposed ſincerity of its miniſters: 


Cicero informs us, that Cato used to say, that he wondered 
how two Diviners could look upon each other without burſt- 
ing into laughter.“ He concluded, no doubt, that these 
*Brethgren of the craft“ being privy to the . 
| | | Wnic 


*. Mirari se aĩebat quod non rideret Aruspex Aruspicem cum vidisset Cic. de. Div. 
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which each of them practiced before the public, could not pre- 
serve their myſterious solemnity before each other---no sarcasm 
of this kind can, withany juſtice, be applied to the protestant Min- 
iſters of the chriſtian religion; with them, there is no prieſtci aft, 
no myſtery ; the ends which they have in view, by their office, and 
the means, by which they endeavour to obtain those ends, are 
open to the eyes of all-.-now there are persons, who caſt an 
evil eye upon religion, who out of a deference to what hey may 
file the pr ejudices of the world, dare not speak all they think nor 
all they with. They therefore employ a secret mode of attack 
upon chriſtianity, by availing themselves of the piopenſity that 
there is in the human mind towards association of ideas. They 
spy out the errors and faults of chriſtian Miniſters and artfully 
transfer them to the office, hoping to lower by degrees the dig- 
nity and importance ot religion itself according to the acci- 
dental demerit of its representatives. | 


It 1s certain, that a Miniſter of the gospel has a great advan- 
tage above other persons, in this particular, that he meets 
with tewer temptations to fin, and has more and ſtronger 
motives towards the performance ot his chriſtian duty; 


Every argument and conſideration meet in one point and 
in a loud and commanding tone press upon him the indi-pens 
ſible duty of circumspection The sacredness of our profeſſion 


operating upon our own minds within, and the expectation 


and opinion of the world without, that watches our conduct 
with jealous sc1 utiny, conspire to warn us 70 take beed unto our - 
zelves and our miniſtry and to ſhew a good example to those, 
whom we profess to teach The very habit of our order screens 
us, in general, trom the prophaneness of the libertine, who, _ 


15 


— 


( 
IS 
BEE, 


18 


he may disclaim all religious reſtraints, feels himself bound to 
pay some regard to the common rules of politeness and deco. 
rum. Certain it is that, if a chriſtian Miniſter forgets the dig- 
nity of his profeſſion and the high claim which it has upon 
him, and plunges into the follies and vices of the age, he is 
barely tolet ated even by those who are the companions of his 
licentiousness; T band join in band they deepise his mean» 
ness and are disguſted with his prophane hypocrisy. Even 
the moſt abandoned scoffer at all religion will not tail, in such 
a case, to avail himselt of our authority, he will learn to apo- 
logize for the corruption of the age, and raise up excuses for 
the * ot the Layman from the superior profligacy of the 
Prięſt. © | | 


But it ig not upon such occaſions only, that mankind wi 
Speak evil of us as of evil doers but they will presume, that we 
are inſincere in our profeſſions, if we are deficient in scriptural 
knowledge, or are unable to give an answer to those, that as us 
a reason of the hope that is in us. It may be asked, when ſhall 
we be brought to such a teft ? who is there that asketh us for 
a reason of our faith? It is true indeed, that such cases do not 
Frequently happen--- but they may happen. And if we may 
judge from the ſigns of the times, ave vugbt to be upon our guard, 
Modern philosophy has long been at work; its illuminated a- 
depts are spread abroad far and wide. For example, suppose 

that we ſhould fall in company with some of the self- named Phi- 

losophers of the age, who, from what they may have picked up 

on the Continent from the conversation of deſigning and prot- 

ligate men, or from the superficial gleanings of superficial 
writers 7ake it for granted, that chriſtianity is a mere popular 
prejudice and with qneering gelfauſſiciency aſſume unto ee 

| | _ elves 


selves the right of looking down upon chriſtians as fanatics, 
and the Miniſters of the gospel as intergſed suppoi ters of an 
impesture; . 


Suppose, that these importers of foreign illumination ſhould 
throw out hints disrespectful of our holy religion, or bi ing 
forward any of the men- place objections againſt the sacred 
writings, How is a chriſtian Miniſter to conduct himselt up- 
ou such an occaſion ? surely it is his duty to be able, and if 
thus called upon, to be willing „e give @ reason of the hope 
that is in him.” Far am I trom recommending disputes on 
religious subjects in common conversation. They are subjects 
of too majeſtic and awful a nature to be exposed to the fami- 
| liatity of such haſty discuſſion. But surely it may be in our 
power, without entering into a regular disputation to ſhew 
that we are acquainted with the subject; a madeſt queſtion, 
or a well timed answer, may check the seltsufficiency of the 
scioliſt, caſt a damp on the ardor of proselytism, and warn 
him to put off the triumph of philosophy to a more conve- 
nient season. Such a conduct on our part will moreover edi- 
fy those that may chance to hear the conversation, and will 
convince them, that it is poſſible for a man who calls himself 
a free thinker ” to have thought little upon religion, and that 
even a philosopher may be convicted of bigotry and prejudice. 
But it, on the contrary, timidity or ignorance ſtop our mouth 
on such an occaſion if reverence for our religion be made to give 

way to conſiderations of wor/dly complaisance If we ink 
back from our duty, thro' the fear of appearing to speak #00 
profeffiinally, in ſhort if we are © aſhamed ” of our office and 
our Redeemer, in what a fituation ſhall we appear, as the 
profeſſed Miniſters of the gospel ?---I mention not the — | 


20 
of being in such a ſituation, when other conſiderations of the 
' moſt awful and tremendous nature are at hand, I appeal not 
to men- pleasers when I might appeal to the s-rvants of the most 
high Ged :---If, under such circumſtances, a Miniſter of the 
gospel cannot or will not defend the gospel, that bas been en- 
truſted to his care, if he, who is supposed to have ſtudied the 
evidences of his religion with the gieateſt earneſtness, is con- 
founded by the ſtrength and novelty of the objections, which 
are made to it, he will ſtrengthen the hands ot the unbehever 
and add to his vain triumphs. His tieachery or his ignorance 
will have moreover a pernicious effect upon those, who may 
' witness his confuſion, and may give them a bias in favor of 
those plauſible arguments, which he was unable to controvert. 
Thus the very circumſtance of our being Miniſters of the gocpel 
will be prejudicial to the cause which we have undertaken to 
defend. We ſhall either appear hypocrites or chriſtianity will 
appear indefenſible. Ef nin 
These arguments are enforced in a very peculiar manner 
by the conſideration of the present times I have no need 
to remind this aſſembly, that the present times are maiked 
with an uncommon caſt of solemnuy and awtulness We 
look around upon * the distress of nations, and ask our- 
selves, in the pause of anxiety and aſtoniſhment, * when will 
these things end, and to what ſtate will ail this calamity and 
confuſion settle down at laſt?” Amidſt events, which will 
appear dreadfully prominent in the page of hiſtory, there is 
none, which concerns the chriſtian Miniſter more nearly, or 
which 1s more intimately connected with the evils, which have 

been let loose upon mankind, than a fact, which latter times 


have 
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have developed I mean a ® conspiracy, which has been carried 
on, for many years, by persons calling themselves Philosophers, 
to overthrow the chriſtian religion | 


a 


= 
3, 


The proofs of such a conspiracy are of unqueſtionable weight 
as they are drawn from the epistolary correspondence of the 
conspirators themselves, which fortunately for the world, was 
publiſhed above ten years ago. We view, with aſtoniſhment 
and horror, the conspiring sophisters, zealous, indefatigable, 
won king in subtility and darkness and extending the train of 
their conspiracy to diſtant places We see them year by year 
enlarging the sphere of their activity, and grasping with eaget- 
ness at every person and every circumſtance, which might 
be moulded by their intrigues into a subservancy to their de- 


ſigns. Let us not imagine that it was Pop RRV, which Voltaire 
and his affociates wiſhed to overthrow ; it was chriſtianity it- 


s/f On this head his own declarations are numerous and de- 


cis we. 8 
1 


' ® See Ronfſson's roofs &c.8&c. the Memoirs of Jacobinizm by BazruzL ; works which lay claim 
to the serious perusal of every person of whatever party or of whatever gect, that wiſhes well to chriſtianity, 
and social order, these publications disclose to us a miſtery of iniquity which has long been at work 
and the effects of which are at this time moſt grievously felt throughout Europe. They inform us what chan- 


ges have been produced and by what means, and lead our attention to those points where it behoves us to di- 
rect our keeneſt vigilance. _ | | 


Amongſt the advantages, which may be expected from them it is to be hoped that Parents will learn 
from them the danger of sending their sons abroad without having previously fortified them againſt the infidious 

attacks of sceptical Philosophy Never surely has there been a more awful warning held up to the world of 
the indi//-luble conneſt ion between religion and national gecurity than is to be seen in the present state of the nations 
of the earth. Let Parents therefore as they love their Children and as they love their country seriously at- 
tend to this warning, may they ſtrive to contribute to the ſtability of their Country by making their Chil. 
dran chriſtians, not conſidering them only as succeſſors to their eſtates, but as heirs of immortality, It is de- 
voutly to be wiſhed therefore that the evidenctes of religion may obtain a diſtinguiſhed place in all syſtems 
of education, and that young men be not suffered to grow up without having obtained any ſteadiness of 
principle on so momentious a subject, nor be left at the mercy of every vain scioliſt they may meet with, 


either at home or abroad: for many of these, we have reason to fear, will be “ walking about in the carth 
gecling whom they may deoeur,” 
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1 am weary (says he) of hearing people repeat that twelve men 
have been ſufficient to eſtabliſh chriſtianity, I will prove that one 
man may be 5fficient to overthrow it-»-* Again with samething 
less confidence but with more dreadful prophanness he writes 
to a fellow labourer in infidelity ; cauldnat five or fix men of parts 
and who rightly understood each other Succeed after the example of 
twelve scoundrels, who have Succeeded ? He had not lor g to seek 


for „these men of parts,” as long as vanity was to be found, 


Voltaire could flatter as many as he chose, into a belief that 
they were Philosophers. As for the watch-word, which so 


_ daringly and dreadtully obtrudes itself upon our notice in their 


correspondence | pass it over in ſilence: every chriſtian muſt 
ſhudder at familiarizing to his mind an idea so ſhockingly 


_ Subverſive of that vital principle of his faith “hat at the name 
of Jesus every knee ſhould bow of things in heaven, and things in 


earth, and things under the earth.” | 


Bleſſed is he (says our divine maſter) whosvever ſhall not be 
offended in me; and who were ever so oftended in the Saviour 
and Inſtructor of the world as these Philosophers? to them 
we may. apply an observation, which was made of another in- 


ſidious unbeliever & we may say of them that they hated 


chriſtianity so cordially, that they might seem to revenge a 
personal injury”---what that injury was, 1s obvious, It was the 
purity of its precepts; It was, moreover, that principle so mor- 
tifying to human pride *4whrich cafteth down all imagination and 
every high thing that exalteth itself againſi the knowledge of God 


«and bringeth into captivity every thought to the obedience of Cbriſt 


And what is this boaſted philosophy to effect? is it to change 
| 7 at 


„ Barruel P. 88. Vol. 3. 
See Poreon's Preface to his Letters to Archdeacon Travis 


Fa 


at once Man's nature, are its oracular decrees to sweep away 
all the known laws of truth and evidence, as obsolete and useless? 
is all teſtimony deluſion, all hiſtory a fable ? has the world been 
in darkness until this new philosophy has arisen upon it ? 
we have had, in this Country, our philosophers, not self-called- 
but whose name has been the well- earned tribute of desert. 
Philosophers, who were not only lovers of wisdom, but pur- 
sued it with that humility of heart, which, taught them, that 
the diligent persuit of it was neceſſary. Their Philosophy was 
not the quick growth of a heated imagination nor the forced 
offset of selt sufficiency, but it was made up of the sound accre- 
tions of science gradually formed into a maturity and vigour 
analoguos to our native oak. We have had a Newton, a Locke, 
a Barrow, a Joseph Mede---These were believers in chriſtian- 
ity. | 

A wise man will not wiſh to deſtroy an inſtitution, without 
having provided something to subſtitute in its place we know 
what chriſtianity is: experience has taught us its bearings and 
effects upon the hopes and fears of man. Man will till have 
his paſſions, and human laws will ſtand in need of additional 
sanctions. What has the Philosopher to subſtitute in the 
place of chriſtianity ? or are we to be turned adrift into the 
wide Sea of EXPERIMENT ? 


When *Voltaire was asked concerning the nature of the 
human soul and of his hopes beyond the grave: all was doubt 
and uncertainty---he has no firm footing---he ſtaggers under 
the weight of these ideas, which even his confident philosophy 
is unable to wield !.--and this is the man, who indignantly 
spurns at revelation.  _ is 


„ Barruel, Vol. 1. P. 17, and £29 &c, &c... 
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And what was the life and of what sort were the morals of this 
Philosopher ? such as ſhewed that he ſtood in need. of mercy. 
alas ! the agony and tribulatation of his latter days spoke 
dreadfully for him, that he himself felt, at laſt, that he ſtood 
in need of a Redeemer | F 


Man vainly ſtrutting on the ſtilts of modern philosophy, af- 
fects to forget his nature and his wants, and what a $PoILED 
creature he beccmes ! beware (says the Apoſtle) leſt any 
man spoil you thro' philosophy and vain deceit; ” how appli- 
cable are these words to the present times ! how ſtrikingly de- 
scriptive are they of them! 5 


There is an anecdote recorded of Diderot, one of the unre- 
lenting conspirators againſt chriſtianity, that he was once 
tound explaining a chapter in the gospel to his daughter. As 
an excuse for being thus engaged, Diderot exclaimed where could 
ind or what better lessons could I give my daugbter? I- What 
a difference is there between Diderot the Philosopber and Diderot 
the Parent! this circumſtance may put us in mind of a beauti- 
ful and affecting sentiment ot Mr. Paley **who is there who 
would not wiſh his gon to be a chriſtian?” * Read the haughty and 
** prophane babling ” of Voltaire, and open a late publication 
of a chriſtian, whom we may be glad to call an Engliſhman, 


who, without being a minifter of tbe gospel, pleads with all the 


elcquence of ſincerity, in behalt of the Jaſt and beſt gift of a 
merciful God to his ignorant and ſinful, creatures,--- Need 1 
mention the name of Wilberforce ?---how are cur minds re- 
lieved from the false glare and obtruſive pride of modern phi- 


losophy 


{| Barruel. Vol. 1. P. 174- 
* Palcy's Evidencies of Chriſtianity, Vol. g. F. 210. 


losophy; by repoſing upon the language kd humility, 
and gratitade of the chriſtian, earneſtly labouring to promote 


the glory of 'God, 'and the real happiness of man! What a 
eonttaſt do we discover in these writings! It is the contraſt, 

which we 'behold between riot, confuſion, and debauchery, and 
the comforts of a well re ulated family it is the contraſt, which 
_ exiſts between scenes of desolation and bloodſhed, and the 
prospect of a devout congregation wor ere e in ee and 


rl. their common father! r 


But let us antond: to the Kulte of this new WR . 

by its fruits it may be known. ” We have heard much of 
universal peace, the diffuſion of eee and the eſtabliſh- 
ment of th Tights f man. but where, we might ask, has there 
been so reſtless and so insatiable an ambition, as is now ex- 
| mbited to the world, diverging from that very nation, which 
is the centre of this 1/LUMINATING PH1HLOSOPHY ? we see there 
an ambition that caſts away even the plauſibility of the heroick 
virtues, and obtredes its self upon our notice, in all the defor- 
mity* of subtle selfiſhness. When has auch a war been carried 
on, and by 5h means? inſtead" of loofing any of its horrors, 
it has ' partaken of the ene savagenes s of barbarism: 


ls no war, 3 7 in no nation, has there been les value zer upon 
the life of man. When has the abominable maxim of divide 
and conguer ” been tesorted to with such malignant subtilty, 
when Has faction been set at work with such craftiness of in- 
trigue ? and when the deluded nations have experienced the 
benevolence of their.now friends, in pillage and desolation; when 
they have had proofs of the toleratien of modern philosophy i in the 


utter enbrerſion of W eſtabliſnments; when they y 14 5 
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overflowings of ungodliness make us affraid.“ 
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{! It is very evident that Voltaire looked 8 to the French Revolution, and was — aſſured that the 
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= 


had a [new form of —— ene upon them by their deliverers ; 
they are insulted with the name of liberty | surely the universal 
happiness and peace, which this philosophy promises unto the 
world 7s the peace of gubjjection, the mute, tame ae of 


the weak crouching beneath the insolence of overbearing 


er 1.--<< The earth is moreover filled with NIOlenee 16 the 


E411 >; 


Such are the evils which a licentious and — * philowphy 
has produced: and by wiſhing to remove chriſtianity, as ſtand- 
ing in their way, what a tribute of Praise * ine wennn 
Sophiſters bestow upon it ! 1 4d yam i e n 2 


In the general confuſion and the misery of the 1 


nations, we may feel for the sufferings of mankind, and may 


fear for ourselves, but we cannot fear as to the ultimate event, 
for chriſtianity. If we entertain any wavering of doubt on 
this head, we ourselves ſhall cease to be chriſtians. No. the 
Philosopher may assail our religion, but he will assail it in vain; 
as soon may the poor Mole groveling in his path of darkness 
overthrow an Egyptian Pyramid, or a swarm of Flies riſing 
trom the corruptiou of a dunghill, eclipse the Sun, as that the 
craftiness or the power of man ſhould n againſt the ch 


of Chriſt. 
we 8 


means which he employed for the overthrow of chriſtianity would lead to it. At the period when Louis 
XVI aſcended the < nh be writes thus to the infidel Frederic King of Pruſſia, I do not know whether 
our young King will walk in your footſteps, but I know that he has taken — — for his Minift- 
ers all except one, who is unfortunately a bigot : there is M. Turgot who is worthy o Majeſty's con- 
versation. The Prieſts are in deſpair. Tkis is the commencement 0 wal of 8 Revolution. In — etter dated 
March 2, 1764, addreſſed to the Mar uis de Chauvelin, the infidel Chief looks down as it were from the 
Heights of Pisgah upon the promiſed land of liberty and equality, and tho” he is not 2 to arrive 
at it himſelf, he anticipates &. self complacency the bleſſed effects of all his labours. . Every thing is ow 
paring the way to a great Revolution which will undoubtedly take place: and I shall net be e e 

zee it. The French arrive at every thing slowly, but ſtill they do arrive. Light has 80 ually diffuſ, 1 
ſelf. that on the firſt opportunity the nation will break out, and * 8 will be glorious, haphy those, who 

ere now young, for they will behold moſt Py things, 
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n who Auen thay: said tbe gates ef Hell (hall not pre- 
vall againſt that church, and we know that Heaven and earth 
ſhall pass away, but t t his words ſhall not pass away.” Sure- 
ly. man ſhall be taken in bis own craftiness, and the fierceness 
of mari ſhall turn to God's praise, such attacks on chriſtianity 
ruth... appar e to 1 was and confirm its 
tru LITE 8 | 


The great and ett e God has suffered to 
be made in the world, will not be made in vain; it will teach 
proud and ungrateful man the rea value of chriſtianity. He 
will feel it by suffering from its loss. Tired and bewildered 
amidſt the chaos and confuſion which has overspread the world, 
man will find no reſt for tbe sole of bis foot in vain philosophy, 
but he will be forced to return with eagerness to the chriſtian 
religion as to bit - bome, to that peace and comfort, which the 
world cannot give nor take away. God will not suffer the 

chriſtian religion to be depreſſed to a sUBORDINATE CONSIDER= 
ATION,. He will not ale er it to be employed as a Yoo! of fate 
Hpocriſʒ on one hand, nor to be treated with the contempt of mere 
tolerution, or as 4 condescending indulgence to exiſting prejudices on 
the other- but he expects that it be rever'd as truth, grace and 
mercy dispensed to creatures loft in fin and ignorance; he will 
not permit the gospel to be frittered away to mere morality nor the 
grand and myſterious scheme of the redemption to be lowerd 
to a ſtandard suitable id EveRY PARTICULAR to the weakness 
of man's comprehenſion; But, what God graciously reveals 
unto us, man is bound to receive with gratitude and self- abase- 
ment; willler the authority of omniscience he Almighty will 


vindicate unto religion its proper place of dignity and impor- 


tance, and his judgments, which are now abroad in the earth. 
wil teach man ente | But 


* 
* 
pe 
7 
* 


— £5 
* vas 
WORD Et . 


W ee ow 
n ö 
TOE 


$A 
— 


— N 3 
n 2 yy . er WP 
FIN Ea EE A STEER 


— TS SES 
— bal ages 


n _ N - = > 
2 . 1 52 — u . * — WITY 9 Na 9 _ — 8 — e v n 5 — Sanne 
ICE WA 9 . b. * n 12 * 3 . A 8 7 P 2 : „ n . — * X 25 222 3 ge 9 8 -4 ES 5 3 — r — ae 
—_—_ Dy 3 * a. 0 A " k * * — avi — — — ag N — : — 2 en. . 9 r TT 

Cee Do y ne a rows, ener .. 8 Sg A 

— P Pia wo? a en = 1 . RS Ln he — E Kn r e e e eee wala a ERS A 

© AE IGT - ” N = rr — 7 2 — — e CY x Ws NS 
. EY (HE LEY r . — „ CE Ewe A IZED M/s ” . 
my © e > Phew AP Ac 
5 x . 4 i 


N. EE IN ons 3 Der 
. LR $02.5 — Re YN AZ 


v8 


But 1 feel, that 1 have'protratetÞ'thisdiscoume to an un- 
reasonable length; wffieh demands my apology. D-feel: aleo, 


that I ſtand in need of the indul even hearers, onraccount 
of the choice of my subject, whith may | 


seem to i 
their deficiency and the qualifications of the — 7 bud in 
the words of the apoſtle I merely put you in mind of these 
things tho' you do them and are eſtabliſhed in the truth; I am 

senſible also that I can make an awful a eee of the words 
of another apoſtle, to beware leſt hilt I prrach unto ottiers, 
I myself be caſt away“ hut this is not the season fat seru- 
pulous delicacy nor timid heſitation; such conſiderations are 
2 away by the overruling — of the present alarming 
which imposes upon us more awful and decided duties, 

yes. every Miniſter of Chtiſt is, at this time called upon to 


ſtep forth and do his utmoſt, within thas his prouinte ant a- 


bihty, towards fe common cane” surely this 1 tiene: * 
we nray be allowed to e „ % dns hl 


n 9G 07 17 . Mats"; 10 lane 5H O17 4 
The we of / infidelity are Spread ger and wide ; ν are ap- 
prized of it. The tiene of indolem security is gone by 1 
ſtorm lowers over our heads and we muſt wrap: nurselves up 
in the truth and dignity of out religion - we know the causes 
of many of the present calamittes, and by that knowledge, we 
are led to the means of their diminution or removal in the 
present danger we, the miniſters of Chriſt, have not a PorT 
OF INDIFFERENCE aſſigned to us much depends oa 
earneſtness and zeal. ½/ounto us, if ue de not preach-t 
pel of Chrift as faithful servants” Wo unto us, it —— — 
we become acceſſary to those evils which: may yet be com- 
ing mw the earth l. God ——— wei nn unto 
299710 13 21 1:71 {5 our&hoes 
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dur lelves the whole Af mou od, that we. may. he. able to' fldnd 
1 the itt oy; dud having dine all ts fant; 1 
in the evil day, and baving done all to ſtand. Ma 
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„Ad the writings of Voltaire have materially contributed towards the spreading abroad of infidelity, | 


and as the antichriſtian conspirators availed themselves of them, by circulating extracts from them, 


in the ſhape of AAT yFAMPHLETS infidiously adapted to the taſte of the common peaple, Br, (to use 
-maid : I sub- 


the expreſſion of D'Alembert) works that were fitted for the pocket and reading of every Co 
join a 8rnc1M8v of Voltaire's criticism on the bible: it is taken from his philosophy of hiſtory“ 
«he Pythoneſs of Endor (says be) tho raiſed the ghoſt of Samuel is very well known : it is true, there is $ome- 
thing ſtrange, that the word Python, which is Greek, be known to the Jews in the time of Saul; many 
learned men have concluded from hence, that this Hiſtory was not written ti! the Fetus traded with the Greeks, 
after the time of Alexander” — now in the original book of Samuel no such word as Py Tron occurs, but 
term 30 remote in sound from it, as Aus: but in the vuLcaTtE TRANSLATION OF ir, We meet 
with this expreſſion **Mulier habens Pythonem?!”-Wltaire cheefore Dzci DIA vuron THE DATE OF A HE 
- BREW BOOK, FROM A WORD 22 1 Harn enero OF 17. Upon the very same princi- 


rem: he my Fe ee to oat Hebe Book ems: was not written, til the 
xons invaded Britain, because words, w 6 mace in. the '£ 
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Nou if any writer had presumed to have vilered to/ the 


or any antient heathen author, the competance ony would have been deſtroyed at once, 
and his name would never be mentioned on literary subjects, without the contempt affixed to it, which 
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God grant 


ngliſh Tranſlation of that book 
Y 389- EL, 


work nh lars pax as this on Virgil, Homer, 
im 


uch ignorance and effrontery deserved: but as Tul ISLE 13 TVEZ 8UBJECT Git is quite another matter 


"Ty 


that oY it seems, may be aſſailed by.every species of haſty and adventurous criticism, with impu- 


bs Mi 5 5 oh ; 
trammels of accuracy, they pretend, indeed, to paythe higheſt homage to human reason, but they scruple 


not, at the ſame time, to offer the groſſeſt inſults to man's common tense. Our countryman Thomas 


\ Paine, writing on a ſubje&, which certainly had a conſiderable connexion with the Bible, makes a point 
of informing his readers, that he has not a Bible in his posseſſion -I do not know (fays he) how the 
Printers have pointed this paſſage, FOR I KEEP NO BIBLE” _ Sce Age of 


| Now, had Mr. Paine been engaged in writing a treatiſe on aſtronomy, in which he professed to make 
ſtrictures on the Newtonian philoſophy, would he have dared to fay unto his readers I keep not 
Newton's Principia? Mr. Paine, indeed afterwards did ſubmit to the pi1z6nacx of having a Bible 


in his ion, but we know for wwar runros he procured one, and we know alſo, how ſhort a 
rin he muſt have ſtudicd it, before he thought himſelt qualified to overthrow the truth of those writ- 
ings, to which, Newton, Locke, and Lardner gave up YEARs of the moſt serious and patient inquiry. 
But M. Volney another modern e of the fame ſchool, has made a Dbiscovsar, which in his 


opinion will ſet aſide at once all the books, which have hitherto been written on the ſubje@ of chriſtianity, 


to the Locks, the Newtons, the Rentleys, the Lardners, &c &c hecries* give place” whilſt at the latter 
end of the eighteenth. century he gravely pronounces ex cathedra, | at chriſtianity conſiſts in the 
_ allegorical worſhip of the Sun under the caballistical names of Chriſn, or Ves-us or Jeſus!!! see ſpirited 


and judicious note on this M. Volney, by the author of the purſuits of litte „ wh 2 


Philosophers affeR to overlesp.common rules nor can their exalted genius zubmit to the 


caſon part 1ſt. 
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